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Dear Parents, 

This week has been full of enrichment across all classes, and it has been wonderful to see our children 
stepping beyond the classroom to deepen their learning experiences. Staff have shared such positive 
feedback telling me how brilliantly the children represented our school. They were a real credit to us 
demonstrating our words of power in everything they did. 

It is heartening to hear that our children are truly living our school vision — shining their lights so brightly 
wherever they go. Moments like these remind us of the strength of our school community and the values 
our children carry with them each day. 

Oak Class visited Tisbury Fire Station on Monday to learn more about the people in our community who 
help us. We extend our heartfelt thanks to the firefighters who gave their time so generously to support 
the children’s learning. It was wonderful to see the children, on their return, enthusiastically role-playing 
what they had experienced and acting out the role of firefighters. 

Sycamore Class have also been out of school this week, visiting the Bath and West Showground to learn 
more about where our food comes from and to explore the wide range of jobs within the food and farming 
industry. Mrs Ellerby reported that it was a fantastic day with the children showing great enthusiasm for 
their learning. This experience will continue to support and enrich their understanding across different 
areas of the curriculum. 

On Thursday 23rd April, William Shakespeare Day, all classes recognised and celebrated the works of 
William Shakespeare. Each class focused on a different aspect of his writing and the children spoke 
confidently about the texts they explored and the purpose behind them. As one of the most important and 
influential writers in history, Shakespeare’s stories continue to inspire readers and performers of all ages, 
making this a wonderful opportunity for the children to engage with his work. 

Oak Class enjoyed looking at Romeo and Juliet through a story adapted to suit their age and 
understanding, while Elm Class spent time discovering the magical world of The Tempest. Sycamore Class 
explored Twelfth Night through drama and hot-seating, bringing the characters to life and deepening their 
understanding of the play. 

Representatives from our Year 3 and Year 4 classes took part in an exciting cricket competition at 
Gillingham School this week. The children showed fantastic teamwork, determination, and sportsmanship 
throughout the event, and we are incredibly proud of the way they represented our school. 

A huge thank you to Mrs Hawkins and Mr Martin, who kindly transported the children and supported them 
during the day. Their encouragement made a real difference. Kathleen reported back to us that her team 
mates learnt about the 9 different stages in cricket including batting, bowling, catching and fielding. 
Kathleen was very proud to be warded a medal for teamwork. 

We have identified two possible dates for our annual Sports Day. Thursday 18th June is our preferred date, 
with Thursday 2nd July held as a backup. 

We are extremely grateful to Mr and Mrs Pelham for kindly agreeing to let us use the cricket field, and to 
the Chilmark Cricket Club for allowing us access to the clubhouse. Mr Martin has been working hard on 



 

planning what promises to be a thoroughly enjoyable experience for everyone. We will be sending out 
further details nearer the time. 

Class teachers will be sending out the class newsletters today which give details for the curriculum that will 
be covered this term and will include information regarding trips and enrichment. If you have any 
questions regarding anything in the newsletters, please do contact your child’s class teacher and they will 
be happy to answer.  

I do hope you all have a lovely weekend and I look forward to seeing you all on Monday.  

Best Wishes  

Mrs Hale  

 

Photos of the Week 
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Oak Class 

Oak class had an exciting start to the week when they visited Tisbury Fire Station. They learnt about the 
role of a firefighter and had a tour of all the tools in the fire engine. Each of the children got the 
opportunity to put out some pretend fires in a house. We even had the time to role play heading out to an 
emergency, sitting in the fire engine for a short drive, rushing out to help put out a fire. A few of the 



 

children also had a go at cutting up a car door. We are very grateful to Tisbury Fire Station and Elodie’s 
Uncle Matt who organised the visit! 

On Tuesday, Oak enjoyed a walk to the woods to see how 
the bluebells had progressed. It was beautiful and the 
children walked amongst them whilst looking for woodland 
objects to collect to add to their bug hotel in Oak’s outside 
area. The bug hotel will really enhance their learning about 
minibeasts this term. 

This week Oak class also enjoyed recognising Shakespeare 
Day. They were able to use their knowledge of life around 
the time of The Great Fire of London to life when 
Shakespeare lived.  

The children understand that Shakespeare wrote about topics such as monarchy, religion and love. They 
listened to the story of Romeosaurus and Juliet-Rex and were able to identify the key themes. The children 
created some beautiful front covers for the story. 

 

It was lovely to welcome both current and new parents to our Stay and 
Play this morning. Our workshop covered our approach to Maths in Early 
Years and Year 1 in Oak and how you as parents can support your child at 
home with this. We are looking forward to continuing to build on the 
success of our Stay and Plays and will let you know next week about the 
next topic for the workshop. 

Sycamore Class 

Sycamore have been immersed in their learning this week and have been 
getting much more confident in telling the time. Year 4s will be moving 
onto Decimals and year 2s will be moving onto Mass, Capacity and Temperature including problem solving 
involving the four operations. In writing, Sycamore have focused on expanded noun phrases using 
modifying adverbs to say how much. They have applied this knowledge to writing flyers about dragons 
spotted in Chilmark. 

Sycamore have been on some adventures to develop their 
learning this week and enjoyed visiting the Bath and West 
Showground. The children were involved and engaged 
learning about the different processes farmers use and how 
our food gets to us. They really enjoyed seeing different 
animals and learning about them on the farms. Some 
children in year 3 and 4 represented the school to play 
cricket. They were really lucky to have their group led by a 
sports leader who was a former pupil. On both of these 
outings, the children represented the school very well and 
should be very proud of themselves for this. To celebrate 

World Shakespeare Day, we revisited our knowledge of who Shakespeare was and what he did. The 
children looked at a mini story in the form of an animated rap of Twelfth Night.  They discussed what they 
thought about the representation and their likes and dislikes. The children enjoyed choosing whether to 
dive deeper into the feelings of the characters through hot seating, or by acting out part of the story.  
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We have completed evaluations of our sculptures in DT, with a focus on things that went well, were 
challenging and how we could improve next time. In science we began to think about the vocabulary used 
when talking about forces, the direction of different types of forces and we tried some challenges linked to 
making things move. 

 

Elm Class 

This week in Elm, the children have been exploring the perimeter and area of simple and compound 
shapes. They have planned some ambitious Greek myths and it would be great if they could practise an 
oral retelling of their tale to an adult prior to writing next week. In History we have begun to look at Greek 
theatre and the children voted, in the spirit of democracy, to create presentations on this topic next week. 
Pupils had an opportunity to combine their historical knowledge and creative skills to use clay to make 
Greek pots – a lesson taught outside to make the experience more authentic. In P.E. children have 
developed cricket skills and begun to apply bowling and fielding techniques. 

 

Special MenƟons  

Elodie – love 

Elodie has shown a love for the school this week. It has been lovely to see Elodie’s confidence grow when 
taking on extra responsibiliƟes around the school. 

Violet - Respect 

You were a brilliant role model on the Field to Food Day and treated the volunteers who ran the acƟviƟes 
with great respect. You listened carefully and responded posiƟvely to the speakers on the day. 

Charlie P - Love 

You have been chosen for showing a love for learning on the Field to Food learning day. You immersed 
yourself in the learning, making good contribuƟons and asking relevant quesƟons. 

Piper – Friendship 

Piper has given emoƟonal and pracƟcal support to a fellow pupil and, in general, shows kindness and is a 
true role model. 

Haylie – Resilience 

Haylie has taken an acƟve part in addiƟonal Maths Booster sessions to increase her confidence and revisit 
knowledge and skills. 

 

 



 

 

Joining me on the top table today were Max G ,Ronnie, Violet H, 
Harper, Daisy, Mira, Jenson, Helios, Toby and Joel. 

CongratulaƟons to all those children who have been 
demonstraƟng their words of power and shining their lights so 
brightly.  

 

 Key Dates  

Thursday 30th April – Italian themed lunch 

Friday 1st May – Book Fair (Tea & cake available) in Rainbow Room 
from 2.30pm 

Monday 4th May – Spring Bank Holiday  

Monday 11th May – Year 6 SATS week 

Monday 18th – Friday 22nd May – Walk to School Week 

Half term – 25th – 29th May  

Tuesday 2nd June – Sycamore Class to the Roman Villa at the Newt 

Wednesday 3rd – 5th June – Year 5&6 ResidenƟal to Hooke Court 

Wednesday 10th June – Year 5&6 Cricket (ShaŌesbury) 

Wednesday 10th& Thursday 11th June – Year 6 Bikeability 

Thursday 18th June – Sports Day (alternaƟve date – Thursday 2nd July) 

Monday 22nd June – Year 6 Chalke Valley History FesƟval 

Wednesday 24th June – Woodlands Alive ( Years 2&3) 

Wednesday 8th July – Elm & Sycamore play ( aŌernoon & evening performances) 

 Friday 17th July – Break up for summer holidays 

 

 

SAFEGUARDING - We take the safeguarding of our children very seriously. The Designated Safeguarding 
Lead is Mrs Hale and the Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead is Miss Murphy. Our safeguarding 
governor is Caroline Marking. If you have any concerns about a child, please speak directly to either Mrs 
Hale or Miss Murphy email – safegaurding@chilmarkfonthillbishop.wilts.sch.uk . Or you can ring MASH 
on 0300 456 010  

 

   

   
  


