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17t April 2026
Dear Parents,

It has been lovely to welcome everyone back after the Easter break and it was wonderful to see how keen
the children were to return. This term is always one of the busiest and most exciting, especially for our Year
6 pupils as they prepare for their SATs and to shine their lights. It has been a pleasure to be working with
them during their revision sessions and seeing how focused and resilient they are being. We are incredibly
proud of their hard work and determination and we look forward to supporting them every step of the
way.

This term, our collective worship theme is Friendship, one of our Words of Power. The children will be
reflecting on what it means to be a good friend and why friendship plays such an important role in our
school community. This theme is woven throughout all aspects of our worship, including our Open the
Book sessions and our service with Canon Judy, which the children thoroughly enjoyed this week.

Staff have continued this term to engage in professional development linked to our identified areas for
improvement. We were pleased to welcome a representative from the local authority’s writing team, who
visited to share insights into the writing project that several members of staff have been involved in this
term. This has been a valuable opportunity to strengthen our practice and further support high-quality
teaching across the school. To further support the development of writing across the school, we are excited
to introduce a new handwriting scheme in Term 6. All staff have now completed training, and we have also
visited colleagues in other schools to see the scheme in action.

Next week, children in Oak and Sycamore will be venturing out to enrich and enhance their learning.

Oak Class will be visiting the local fire station to learn more about how people in our community help us.
This hands-on experience will support their understanding of the important role emergency services play in
keeping us safe.

Sycamore Class will be attending the Field to Fork Day held at the Bath and West Showground. This is a
wonderful opportunity for children to learn more about the science behind where their food comes from
and the processes it goes through before it reaches our plates. They will also explore the different elements
of the farming industry and discover the wide range of jobs connected to agriculture.

We are planning a community tidy-up session to help refresh the outside area of the school, and we would
love for parents to join us on Saturday 9t May, between 9am and 3pm. We will be doing some light
weeding and general tidying to prepare the space for the children to enjoy and help maintain as part of our
Forest School project throughout the summer term.

Any time you are able to pop in and lend a hand during the day would be greatly appreciated. We will send
a ping out shortly to gauge interest and to see whether you may be able to donate any of your time.

Your support will help us create a welcoming and engaging outdoor environment for all our pupils.
| wish you all a wonderful weekend and look forward to seeing you all on Monday.
Best Wishes

Mrs Hale



Photos of the Week

It has been lovely to get out and enjoy the spring sunshine in between
the April showers. The children have started some planting in our
outside area and the spring colours are making it look fresher already.

Each of the children have spent some time this week reflecting on their
time so far at our school and what they enjoy, as part of their Drawing
Club. There have been some lovely comments written. Please some of
them below:

‘We go on adventures and learn’
‘You can play at lunchbreak. You can get help from play leaders.
‘I have kind friends’

‘The baked potatoes are the best. | like mine with cheese and beans’.
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We have reached the end of our unit about The Great Fire of London. The children have enjoyed using their
knowledge to plan a new London. Both Year 1 and Reception have started their new Geography units. The
reception children have enjoyed using maps to look for symbols whilst the Year 1s have been revisiting
their knowledge of the changing seasons. They have been introduced to the countries that make up the
United Kingdom and enjoyed learning a new song.

Oak have also begun their first enrichment sessions with Ms Askew for music and Wendy for gymnastics
and dance. All the children are looking forward to learning a range of new skills within their lessons.

Sycamore Class

Sycamore have made a positive start to the week and
they have been working incredibly hard. They have
enjoyed reading the text Unfortunately the Milk and have
enjoyed creating some 'wacky' names for ordinary
objects. Some examples are 'pink-popping chewy-ball' for
bubble gum and 'yellow-squeezy sour-melon’ for a
lemon. In writing we have started looking at the book
The Dragon Machine and the children have looked
carefully at the vocabulary. They have enjoyed being
creative with their descriptions and drawings of dragons.
In PSHE we focused on what helps us learn and how we
can encourage others using positive language and
constructive ideas. In DT the children have painted their cardboard structures and have started thinking
about evaluating their final designs. We have started our earning about the Roman Empire in History and
the children have thought carefully about the chronology of some of the events, creating a human
timeline.

Stem Club have started thinking about the CREST award this week and have started planning the activities
that we have a go at over the time. They enjoyed voting for the activities that interested them most and
they have enjoyed taking more ownership of some of their future tasks.

Elm Class

This week we have started our computing unit by looking at the Mars Rover. We looked at the type of data
that it takes and how it can then transmit it back to Earth. As the unit progresses, we will also start looking
at binary and how to use it.

The Y6 children are rising to the challenge of final preparations towards SATs and shown commitment and
determination in class and before school in booster sessions.

The children have enjoyed our new Percy Jackson class novel and making links with Greek Myths.

The opportunity to go to the field for cricket on Thursday afternoon was welcomed and we look forward to
sporting events as the term progresses.



Special Mentions

Bobby — Resilience

For showing a can-do attitude towards your maths and writing this week. It’s been great to see how putting
the extra effort into your learning has made you feel.

Daisy — Resilience

Daisy has been incredibly grown up towards wearing her new glasses. We are all proud of how sensible she
has been towards this.

Ruby-Resilience

Ruby you have tried hard across all aspects of the curriculum this week. You have listened carefully to
feedback to improve your learning. You have been trying hard to work more independently and are doing
this with a positive attitude.

Rowan-Love

Rowan you have shown a love for learning this week and make brilliant contribution in both reading
sessions and History. You have been enthusiastic towards our new topics and have engaged well, showing
curiosity.

Oscar — Resilience
Open mindset and resilience in maths applying his knowledge and skills at pace.
Daniel — Love

Daniel has shown a love of learning this week. His knowledge of the Greek Gods and Goddesses has been
astounding.

We have a Writer of the week nominated by Miss Murphy and Mrs Cunningham. Frankie has been working
independently in writing and generating her own ideas. She has been showing a positive attitude towards
learning and engaging really well in writing sessions. Frankie has worked carefully to structure her
sentences accurately using capital letter and full stops. Well done Frankie.

Frankie, Charlie P, Kathleen and Florence. Congratulations to all those
children who have been demonstrating their words of power and shining
. their lights so brightly.
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Key Dates

Monday 20" April — Oak class trip to Tisbury Fire Station

Wednesday 22" April - Field to Food Learning Day at Bath & West Showground
Thursday 23" April — Year 3&4 cricket festival (Gillingham School)

Thursday 30t April — Italian themed lunch

Monday 4t May — Spring Bank Holiday

Monday 11t May — Year 6 SATS week

Monday 18t — Friday 22" May — Walk to School Week

Half term — 25% — 29t May

Wednesday 3™ — 5™ June — Year 5&6 Residential to Hooke Court

Wednesday 10t June — Year 5&6 Cricket (Shaftesbury)

Wednesday 10™& Thursday 11t June — Year 6 Bikeability

Monday 22" June — Year 6 Chalke Valley History Festival

Wednesday 24™ June — Woodlands Alive ( Years 2&3)

Wednesday 8" July — Elm & Sycamore play ( afternoon & evening performances)

Friday 17 July — Break up for summer holidays

SAFEGUARDING - We take the safeguarding of our children very seriously. The Designated Safeguarding
Lead is Mrs Hale and the Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead is Miss Murphy. Our safeguarding
governor is Caroline Marking. If you have any concerns about a child, please speak directly to either Mrs
Hale or Miss Murphy email — safegaurding@chilmarkfonthillbishop.wilts.sch.uk . Or you can ring MASH
on 0300 456 010



