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Dear Parents,

What a wonderful week it has been. Despite the shorter timetable, the children have shown real
determination and focus, working incredibly hard to make up for the day they missed.

| am especially proud of our Year 6 pupils as they prepare for their SATs next week. Their maturity,
resilience and positive attitude have been clear to see. They have been drawing on their “words of power”
to stay motivated and confident as the assessments approach, and it has been inspiring to watch them
support one another.

Next week is their chance to shine and | have every confidence that they will. They are ready, they are well
prepared and we are all cheering them on.

This week in Collective Worship, we have been exploring the theme of respect. Children have been
revisiting what respect looks like within friendships: listening, kindness, honesty, and valuing each other’s
feelings. They have also been thinking about how these same respectful behaviours can be applied in their
relationships at home, helping to strengthen their connections with both friends and family members.

It has been lovely to welcome our new families into the school again through our Stay and Play sessions.
These sessions have been a great success, and | would like to extend my thanks to the Oak Team for
planning and hosting such valuable and enjoyable experiences for our children and families.

Our pupil leadership team has once again requested another Chat Café and we’re delighted to share that it
will be returning next week. This initiative continues to offer children a calm, welcoming space to talk
openly, strengthen their mental wellbeing, and build confidence in expressing their thoughts. By giving
pupils regular opportunities to engage in meaningful conversations, the Chat Café also plays an important
role in developing their oracy skills, helping them become thoughtful speakers, active listeners, and more
assured communicators across school life.

Reading is one of the most powerful habits a child can build, and it matters at every age—from picture
books to chapter books to the stories they’ll love as teens. When families make time to read together
children grow in confidence, imagination, and language skills. If your family is using our reading app, please
remember to log your child’s minutes so we can celebrate their progress and keep them motivated.

Unfortunately, we have had to cancel our ‘Tidy Up’ day on Saturday as many parents were unable to
attend. We will propose a new date in the new term and hope you’ll be able to join us then.

Finally, children have been celebrating the birthday of Sir David Attenborough today, exploring the
incredible impact he has had on educating the world about nature and inspiring us to protect our planet.
They learned about his achievements, his lifelong dedication to wildlife and the ways we can all help care
for the Earth.

We also celebrated Betty’s birthday, which she proudly shares with Sir David Attenborough. The children
loved marking this double celebration — a global environmental hero and one of our own much-loved
creatures.

Have a lovely weekend,

Mrs Hale



Photos of the Week
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Oak Class

Oak have continued to enjoy their PE lessons this week, both with Wendy and Mr P. With Wendy, they
have been focusing on key skills including balancing and rolling.

They have been listening carefully to feedback from Wendy and are finding it rewarding to feel the
progress they are making.

It has also been lovely to see the progress the children are
making within their music lessons with Ms Askew. When
visiting the Church this week, the children identified that we
needed to use soft, piano voices.

To celebrate David Attenborough’s 100th birthday on
Friday, our morning activities were themed around animals.
It was lovely to welcome again so many current and new
Oak parents. In the parent workshop, we focused on Oracy.
For those of you unable to attend, we will be sending out
the powerpoint to look at a time convenient to you.

Sycamore Class

-‘ This week in maths, Year 2 have been measuring
and comparing capacity in millilitres, Year 3 have
been solving problems involving time, and Year 4
have been developing their understanding of
decimals, beginning to work with two decimal
places. In reading, we are finishing 'Fortunately,
the Milk' and discussing our opinions about why
we read and write fiction, as well as what we
have enjoyed most in the book. In writing, pupils
have started planning a first-person narrative

; based on 'The Dragon Machine,' thinking about
characters and how to engage the reader. In PSHE, we have been learning about health, hygiene and how
to keep our bodies healthy. The children considered scenarios linked to our choices and a balance between
what we enjoy and what is good for us. In science we have started exploring contact and non-contact
forces and the directions of forces. In history, we have been looking at the push and pull factors behind the
Roman invasion of Britain

Elm Class

This week EIm have continued to work hard and at pace in the core subjects. It was super to see pupils
deliver such thoughtful, critical feedback when reviewing their myths with a partner. They have also been
extremely supportive in helping each other master drawing angles (Y5s) and tackle tricky geometry



problems (Y6s). As part of RE lessons, EIm have demonstrated their growth mindsets in considering
different theories around the origins of the universe. They have shown great curiosity, expressed opinions
respectfully and accepted that not all questions can be answered.

In French, pupils have recapped days of the week and foods orally and
written an amusing story combining the two aspects. Mr Martin reports that
their fielding skills in cricket were most impressive with accurate and
powerful overarm throws. In History we researched famous ancient Greeks —
| wonder if any of our pupils will be remembered for their achievements in
centuries to come?

We are looking forward to seeing our Year 6 children ‘Shine their lights’ in
SATs tests next week. We are all behind them and wish them every success.

Special Mentions

Florence — Faith

Florence has shown faith in herself this week. Challenging herself in a variety of ways both at home and at
school.

Helios — Love

Helios has been showing a greater love towards reading this week. He has been increasing the amount of
reading for pleasure he has been doing at home and school.

Joshua - Respect

You have shown great respect for people and your classroom environment. You have shown this through
taking on responsibilities within the classroom for everyone's benefit and for working collaboratively and
thoughtfully with others. You have listened carefully to other people and have responded appropriately.

Finley - Love

You have demonstrated a love of learning across the curriculum and as always have immersed yourself in
your leaning. You are really pushing yourself to go beyond expectations and to challenge and deepen your
knowledge and understanding. We love this proactive attitude towards your work.

Phoebe — Love

Phoebe is very enthusiastic about school and is super smiley! She is a willing helper to adults and
classmates. Phoebe is really finding her voice and showing confidence in sharing ideas and examples of her
work.

Jonothan — Resilience

Jonothan has analysed and edited his myth to make it engaging and entertaining. He has made numerous
corrections to improve spelling and punctuation. He is now word processing it so the finished piece can be
enjoyed.
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Writer of the week

Daniel — Daniel consistently produces writing of a very high quality. This week he has written a magnificent
myth that was shared with the whole class and it was truly jaw dropping !

Joining me on the top table today were — Max N,
Daniel, Eric, Lola-Rose, Heidi, Violet H, Harry and
Joshua.

Congratulations to all those children who have
been demonstrating their words of power and
shining their lights so brightly.

Key Dates
Monday 11t May — Year 6 SATS week

Monday 18t — Friday 22" May — Walk to School
Week

Half term — 25% — 29t May

Tuesday 2" June — Sycamore Class to the Roman
Villa at the Newt

Wednesday 3™ — 5™ June — Year 5&6 Residential to Hooke Court

Wednesday 10"& Thursday 11% June — Year 6 Bikeability

Thursday 11t June — Friends’ Quiz Night

Thursday 18™ June — Sports Day (alternative date — Thursday 2" July)

Monday 22" June — Year 6 Chalke Valley History Festival

Wednesday 24" June — Woodlands Alive ( Years 2&3)

Wednesday 8™ July — ElIm & Sycamore play ( afternoon & evening performances)

Friday 17t July — Break up for summer holidays

SAFEGUARDING - We take the safeguarding of our children very seriously. The Designated Safeguarding
Lead is Mrs Hale and the Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead is Miss Murphy. Our safeguarding
governor is Caroline Marking. If you have any concerns about a child, please speak directly to either Mrs
Hale or Miss Murphy email — safeguarding@chilmarkfonthillbishop.wilts.sch.uk . Or you can ring MASH
on 0300 456 010



