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15t May 2026
Dear Parents,

It has been wonderful to see the children really enjoying the outside areas of the school this week. The
warmer and drier weather has helped but it has been great to see children outside planting vegetables and
taking their learning outside of the classroom.

Over the coming weeks, we will be placing a stronger emphasis on using our outdoor environment as an
extension of the classroom. Staff will be looking for regular opportunities to take learning outside, whether
for a full lesson or a short activity that helps bring a concept to life.

Learning outdoors offers many benefits for children. Being in natural light and fresh air supports mental
wellbeing, reduces stress, and helps children stay focused. It also allows them to explore ideas in practical,
hands-on ways — measuring real distances, observing seasonal changes, using natural materials for art, or
simply seeing a topic from a new perspective.

Our aim is to help children experience learning as active, engaging, and connected to the world around
them. We are fortunate to have outdoor spaces that can enrich their understanding and spark curiosity,
and we look forward to making the most of them.

We’'ll continue to share examples of outdoor learning in action so you can see how this approach is
supporting both academic progress and wellbeing.

We are continuing to develop our play opportunities during break times to offer children a wider variety of
choices and to encourage richer social interaction. This week, we have introduced a small-world area
where the children have been able to build and play with a train track and cars. This forms part of our
ongoing continuous provision.

Engaging in this type of play strengthens children’s oracy skills and creates natural opportunities for talk,
collaboration, and imaginative conversation.

The Pupil leadership have been involved in all of these decisions and they feel very strongly that this will
be a positive change for all.

Next term, we are excited to host another whole-school Careers Fair, building on the success of the event
we held a few years ago. Parents and members of the wider community will once again be invited into
school to talk with the children about their careers, sharing what their jobs involve, the pathways that led
them there, and the qualities needed to succeed in their fields. This is always a wonderfully inspiring
opportunity for pupils to learn about a wide range of professions, ask questions, and begin imagining the
possibilities for their own futures.

If you would like to come into school and share your career with the children, please email Mrs Rennard to
express your interest, and we will be delighted to provide you with further details. Our Careers Fair will
take place on Wednesday 1°t July 2026, during the afternoon, and we would love to welcome members of
our community who can inspire our pupils with their experiences and career journeys.

On Thursday, we were transported to the beautiful country of Italy. The children enjoyed an
Italian-themed lunch lovingly prepared by Vicky, complete with delicious flavours inspired by traditional
Italian cuisine. They also learned some Italian words and phrases and spent time exploring the rich culture



and traditions of Italy. It was a wonderful opportunity for them to broaden their horizons and experience a
little taste of life in another part of the world.

Next term, we have planned a World Cup-themed lunch on Thursday 11% June, inspired by the many
countries coming together to celebrate the game of football. As the World Cup is being hosted by America,
we’ll be marking the occasion with an American-themed lunch for the children to enjoy. It promises to be
another fun cultural experience for everyone.

| do wish you all a lovely bank holiday weekend and look forward to welcoming you back on Tuesday.
Best Wishes
Mrs Hale
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Oak Class

E After last week’s adventures, Oak have had a
quieter week but still busy! They have enjoyed
the warmer weather and taking more of their
learning outside. Most days this week, the
reception children have taken their learning
about the composition of numbers to 10 outside.
Year 1 too have enjoyed maths outside at times
this week. They particularly enjoyed this
morning’s lesson estimating on a number lines
when they were able to use the big playground.
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The children have been introduced to more
Muslim beliefs this week. Each of the children
have shown great respect and have asked

thoughtful questions.

We are continuing to focus on increasing the children’s motivation to write. In their independent time this
week, it has been lovely to see children creating posters suggesting ways to look after and care for the
world. If you are able to provide us with the name and address of a ‘pen pal’ for your child in Oak to write
too, please do let us know.

Sycamore Class

Sycamore have been working hard in their writing this week
focusing on writing complex sentences in diary entries and

a letter to describe where dragons may be hiding in
Chilmark. They have created their own world based on
Fortunately the Milk from an interesting description where
'trees are replaced for plastic flamingos' and 'decorative
cushions are mountains.' They listened carefully to the
description in the text to be able to draw this interesting
world. In maths Year 2 been measuring mass, Year 3 having
been doing duration of time and Year 4 have been
practising their place value skills where there is a decimal
point. In French we have been learning numbers and
playing dice games linked to this and have also been asking each other about their age in French
conversations. In Geography the children have been revisiting their knowledge of Human and Physical
features and they have been learning about the Physical features of a coast and about the seas and oceans
that surround the United Kingdom.

Sycamore should be very proud of how they have immersed themselves in their learning this week.



Elm Class

It has been another busy and productive week in EIm.
The class have been applying their narrative skills to
draft Greek Myths. We have been impressed how
children are able to craft their writing to engage and
entertain the reader. Pupils have shown a willingness
to review each other's ideas respectfully and offer
suggestions to improve. In Maths we are tackling
challenging questions relating to Shape and Statistics.
Children are careful to be systematic when more than
one step or calculation is needed and it is pleasing to
hear pupils justify their answers. Pupils had fun

&0 - working collaboratively to produce brief 'Greek
Theatre' presentations to their peers with actions and props to enliven the delivery. Children showed an
open mindset in RE to explore beliefs around the beginning of the universe. Contemplating big ideas and
listening to different viewpoints showed their maturity.

Special Mentions

Ronnie — Friendship and kindness

Ronnie has been a kind and caring friend this week. He particularly shined his light at the Stay and Play
session when supporting our new reception children.

Harper — Resilience

Harper has shown a growth mindset towards her extra phonics sessions over the last few weeks. It has
been great to see the resilience and can-do attitude she is applying to phonics and reading outside these
sessions too!

Joel-Faith

You have had faith in yourself this week and have believed that you can do it. You have been more
independent in your writing and have had an 'l can do it' attitude.

Max- G Respect

You have shown respect for your peers this week and have listened carefully to others during lessons and
have responded to them thoughtfully.

Respect - Leo

Leo consistently shows respect to adults and pupils alike. He listens attentively, follows instructions and
plays fair. He mindful of shining his light whilst also enabling others to do the same.

Resilience - Teddy

Teddy showed super resilience when using clay to create a 'Greek' pot. He was careful to follow the steps
and found ways to overcome problems. He should also be praised for finding alternative homework to
complete when he had mislaid his book.
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Joining me on the top table today were Joshua, Charlie P, Skye,
Harper, Daisy, Aiden, Teddy and Joel.

Congratulations to all those children who have been
demonstrating their words of power and shining their lights so
brightly.

Key Dates

Monday 4™ May — Spring Bank Holiday

Monday 11t May — Year 6 SATS week

Monday 18t — Friday 22" May — Walk to School Week

Half term — 25t — 29t May

Tuesday 2" June — Sycamore Class to the Roman Villa at the Newt
Wednesday 3™ — 5% June — Year 5&6 Residential to Hooke Court
Wednesday 10®& Thursday 11t June — Year 6 Bikeability
Thursday 18™ June — Sports Day (alternative date — Thursday 2™ July)

Monday 22" June — Year 6 Chalke Valley History Festival

Wednesday 24™ June — Woodlands Alive ( Years 2&3)

Wednesday 8™ July — ElIm & Sycamore play ( afternoon & evening performances)

Friday 17% July — Break up for summer holidays

SAFEGUARDING - We take the safeguarding of our children very seriously. The Designated Safeguarding
Lead is Mrs Hale and the Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead is Miss Murphy. Our safeguarding
governor is Caroline Marking. If you have any concerns about a child, please speak directly to either Mrs
Hale or Miss Murphy email — safeguarding@chilmarkfonthillbishop.wilts.sch.uk . Or you can ring MASH
on 0300 456 010



